Syllabus: Standard American Government
Fall 2016
Course Description:  American Government will examine the making and operation of the American political institutions and how we the people are a part of the governing process. We will look at the makeup of the three branched of our government and how they operate, the documents that lay the foundations of our democratic government and what role the citizen plays in this process.
    Curriculum:  Knox County, Tennessee State Education Department



   *Link to Standards: http://www.tennessee.gov/education/ci/ss/doc/SS_3407.pdf 
Instruction:

    Topics & Pacing: 
Unit 1:  Constitutional Underpinnings of the U.S. Government (8 days) 



       Unit 2:  Political Beliefs and Behaviors (12 days)


       Unit 3:  Institutions of the National Government (18 days)


       Unit 4:  Civil Rights and Civil Liberties (7 days)
Students will explore American political concepts  as compared to the different structures of government, the individual’s role in the political process, and the role government plays in our lives today. Students will develop reading, writing, and organizational skills within the content area in order to be successful in this class.

      Materials:

Textbook: American Government, Magruder, 2014. 

 1 ½ or larger 3-ring binder 
Spiral notebook

Resources: 

LBJ


The Cold War series

Safety Procedures: Students will periodically visit the library’s computer lab for research and class
activities. Students must follow the appropriate computer usage policies set in place by Carter High School. Please see the Student Handbook for further information.

Assessment:

     Expectations: Formative and performance assessments will be the method of evaluation for each unit of 
study. Additionally, each student will be required to complete the Knox County End of Course Exam. 

Grade Scale:
 A (93-100)




       
 B (85-92)



        
 C (75-84)



        
 D (70-74)



         
 F (0-69)

            Grading Categories & Percentages:
Unit Notebooks


 10%



         



Unit Tests


 40%


         



E.O.C.



 25 %

    



Participation


    5%

Daily Grades & Quizzes

  20%    
Extra Credit: 

You have the opportunity to earn extra credit points for work and behavior that exceeds teacher expectations. Also, you may complete an extra credit project once every grading period to raise your unit test average. It is student’s responsibility to take advantage of extra credit activities.

Make-Up Work Policy:
All “in class” assignments must be made up before school (8:00 to 8:30), during lunch, or after school.  This make-up work should be completed within 3 days after the absence.  This policy applies to missed tests as well.  While participation points and “lecture quizzes” cannot be “made-up,” several of the lowest grades or missed quizzes may be “dropped.” It is the student’s responsibility to arrange a makeup time with the teacher and gather missed class materials from the makeup work station in the classroom.


Portal Post Policy: Please check your Grade Portal weekly for grade updates and class announcements 

at www.carterhs.knoxschools.org. IN order to give timely feedback, I will update grades at least once per week.

General Expectations:
      Students:

Behavior Policy: 

Students are expected to attend all classes and participate in an engaged, appropriate manner. Cheating on exams or classroom assignments will result in a zero grade for the appropriate assignment and possibly administrative action according to the Knox County Student handbook. Cellphones should not be used during instruction time according to the Knox County Student handbook.
Attendance/Tardy Policy:

Student success in this course is directly related to student attendance. Students must be at or heading to their desks before the tardy bell. Also, students should have all materials prepared for class when the tardy bell rings. Class tardies result in detention to be served during the one-hour lunch period. Excessive tardies may lead to administrative action such as In-School-Suspension. Tardies also result in a reduction in student daily participation points.
     
 Classroom Procedures:

 Each unit of study will:

· include daily lecture power-point presentations from which students are required to take notes.  Information that is to be studied for the unit exams & state EOC will be highlighted for study purposes.  Lecture notes are included in Unit Notebook for grading at the conclusion of every unit of study. 

· include a set of in-class assignments to provide a more in-depth study of material covered in the daily lectures.  These assignments will be turned in on a daily basis, checked by the teacher, and returned the following day to be included in the three ring binder or spiral notebook. 

· include co-operative learning activities which will make use of graphic organizers, primary & secondary sources and photographs.

· if time, include selections from documentaries or dramas that will require students to watch, listen & complete a set of questions and or activities for each.

· require students to keep all work in a three-ring binder or spiral notebook.  The completed notebook will be turned in at the end of the nine weeks course for a notebook grade.

· include a Unit EOC-based Test and studyguide based on the State Curriculum.

     Teacher:


Communication:



Office hours/ contact info/email:


Intervention Strategy



Tutoring will be offered before school, during the enrichment time for that class or after school until 3:45

School Fusion:  The class webpage will be updated with important class information as needed.
 
After you have read this syllabus, please sign & date in the space below and have your child return it.  Your signature indicates you have been given the opportunity to read the syllabus and are aware of all class requirements and activities. Please contact the teacher with any questions or concerns. You may check your student’s grade via the Carter High School Parent Portal website. Also, please visit the classroom webpage via the Carter High School website.

Thank you very much. 

Parent Signature ______________________________________ Date___________________

Student Name ____________________________________ Class Period ________ 

Phone number:_______________________________

Best time to Contact: __________________________________________________________

*Note: The teacher reserves the right to adapt syllabus throughout the semester to accommodate class needs and schedule changes.        

Syllabus: Contempory Issues

Fall 2016

Course Description: This course will examine the events that have shaped the world today.  We will practically look at the time period from the end of World War 2 to the present.   We will examine the role war and politics have played in the creation of our society and world outlook today and how we got to where we are on the world stage.

     Curriculum:  Knox County, Tennessee State Education Department                                                                   *Link to Standards:  http//www.tennessee.gov/education/ci/ss/doc/SS

Instruction

Topics and pacing:

                                      Unit 1:  American foreign policy end of world war 2 beginning of cold war

                                      Unit 2. American society and the space race vs arms race

                                      Unit 3:  middle East the beginning of crisis 

                                       Unit 4: The 60’s through Viet Nam

                                       Unit 5:  American withdrawal Post war 70’s




Unit 6:  Holy wars




Unit 7: Reagan years




Unit:8 Genocide around the world




Unit 9:  American resurgence Gulf war



Unit 10:  Terrorism, middle east, 911, isis today

Students will explore events and personalities that have created the world they live in today.  We will examine the problems and challenges the world faces from the prospective of the United States and the parties involved.  Students will develo0pe reading, writing and organizational skills within the content area in order to be successful in this class.

Materials:  Notebooks to keep notes and handouts

Resources:

Cold war…………Middle east wars………911…………Hotel Rwanda…………911 news cast……..Nuclear explosions

Students will periodically visit the library’s computer lab for research and class activities.  Students must follow the appropriate computer usage policies set in place by Carter High School.

If you do not approve of a specific resource listed in this syllabus make your request to me in writing and an alternative assignment will be provided.  The request should include your name, the child’s name the specific materials in which you do not want your child to be exposed to and the nature of you objection.

Assessment:

     Expectations:  Formative and performance assessment swill be the method of evaluation for each unit of study.  Additionally each student will be required to take an end of the course test.

Attendance is crucial for the student’s success.  Each day we will be actively learning new material.  Being absent will most likely effect you grade.  If you are absent t you are still responsible for the work you will be given a reasonable time to make up this work for full credit

Students will be evaluated on  the following grading scale.  This is the county grading scale

A=93-100     B=85-92     C=75-84     D=70-74     F=below 70  
75% daily grades /test,quiz,daily,notebook review questions reports2.  25% EOC
